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Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) wetland definition' as adopted by the
Department?. Please note that some wetland and riparian habitats subject to the
Department’s authority may extend beyond the jurisdictional limits of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. The jurisdictional delineation should also include mapping of
ephemeral, intermittent, and perennial stream courses potentially impacted by the
Project. In addition to “federally protected wetlands” (see CEQA Appendix G), the
Department considers impacts to any wetlands (as defined by the Department) as
potentially significant.

Projects that will substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow or substantially
change the bed, channel, or bank (which may include associated riparian
resources) of a river, stream or lake, or use material from a streambed may
require notification to the Department pursuant to Fish and Game Code section
1602 prior to commencement of these activities. The Department’s issuance of a
Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA) for a project that is subject to
CEQA will require CEQA compliance actions by the Department as a Responsible
Agency. The Department as a Responsible Agency under CEQA may consider the
Lead Agency’s environmental document for the Project. To minimize additional
requirements by the Department pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et
seq. and/or under CEQA, the document should fully identify the potential impacts
to the lake, stream or riparian resources and provide adequate avoidance,
mitigation, monitoring and reporting commitments for issuance of the agreement.
A LSAA notification package may be obtained through the Department’s website
at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA.

Special Status Plants and Sensitive Natural Communities

If appropriate rare plant habitat or sensitive natural communities exist on project
sites subject to Level Il Agritourism standards, the Department recommends the
completion of a thorough assessment following the Department’s 2018 Protocols
for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and
Natural Communities available at: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Survey-
Protocols#377281280-plants. These surveys must be conducted during the
appropriate time of year to identify species of concern and should include areas with
both direct and indirect impacts. Impacts to special-status species and sensitive
natural communities found during surveys should be analyzed and specific mitigation
should be required to reduce any impacts to less than significant.

1 Cowardin, Lewis M., etal. 1979. Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United
States. U.S. Department of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service.

2 California Fish and Game Commission Policies: Wetlands Resources Policy; Wetland Definition,
Mitigation Strategies, and Habitat Value Assessment Strategy; Amended 1994
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Conditional Use Permit Review

The MND discusses instances where a conditional use permit may be required.
The Department looks forward reviewing these future projects and may provide
additional comments and recommendations beyond those addressed in this letter
based on site specific project information.

California Natural Diversity Database

If any special-status species are found during surveys for this Project, the Department
requests that occurrence details are submitted to the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB). The online submission and CNDDB field survey forms, as well as
information on which species are tracked by the CNDDB, can be found at the following
link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. A copy of these forms
should also be sent to the Department’s Northern Region office at: Attn: CEQA, 601
Locust Street, Redding, CA 96001.

The Department appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on this Project. If
you have any questions, please contact Kristin Hubbard, Environmental Scientist, at
(530) 225-2138, or by email at Kristin.Hubbard@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Sz

Curt Babcock
Habitat Conservation Program Manager

ec: Christy Cummings Dawson
Siskiyou County Planning Department
cdawson@co.siskiyou.ca.us
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